Four-place tables are given for the following functions: 2 sin 29/(1 + cos2 26) and 2/(1 -f cos2 26), for the argument sin 6 = 0(.001).999.
Mathematical Tables on Punched Cards
The increasing number of scientific computing laboratories employing the punched card method in general scientific calculation indicates the need for more general dissemination of information concerning mathematical tables on punched cards.
In the past when the number of such laboratories was small, the exchange of information was made by personal contact and informal correspondence.
It is felt that a wider distribution of this information will not only facilitate the exchange of card files between laboratories but may, on occasion, make it possible for a scientist without punched card facilities to utilize a printed list of selected data from the cards at one of the laboratories.
One of the functions of the new Watson Scientific Computing Laboratory at Columbia University will be to maintain a card file of current information concerning mathematical tables on punched cards at the various laboratories. This information will be available by correspondence, and such portions as are suitable may be published from time to time in MTAC.1
The question of how much of this detailed material should be published is difficult and can probably be answered only by experience; the comments of the readers will, no doubt, influence future publication.
Owing to the ease of constructing and re-arranging tabular data on punched cards, the tables tend to be more fluid in nature than printed tables and to reflect not only the problem for which they were constructed but the particular equipment which was available.
These and other factors affect the problem of maintaining a current detailed printed description of such tables.
The following list of tables has been prepared from material on file in World Tables, Berlin, 1930 which has gone through many editions, since, the first two-volume edition in 1820, including one by an insurance company in Japan (1913).
